
 

 
 

Alma Mater Ávila Writing competition 

for Poetry, Translation and Communication 

 
 
Alma Mater Ávila. School of Languages and Learning and its association Alma Mater 
Art and Culture, aspire to becoming a cultural agora, a creative meeting point 
dedicated to language, literature, translation and social commitment. The languages 
taught in its classrooms should be complemented with the thoughts and feelings that 
are defined and transmitted, formally and materially, through them. This explains the 
presence of communication, oration and rhetoric in its teaching activity. Its 
multilingual nature, enriched right from the beginning by sign language, naturally led 
to the school's interest in the art of translation. 
 
 
Language and communication surge with the human race, giving us essence and 
furnishing us with the ability to think and feel and to generate beliefs and ideologies. 
Our dignity and the rights that rise from our personality are to be promoted and 
guided through language and communication. These are fundamental tools for social 
transformation and the propagation of respectful contexts with the capacity to remove 
the obstacles that hinder the acknowledgement and practice of fundamental human 
rights and public freedom. 
 
 
Equality and non-discrimination have become fundamental rights, as well as higher 
values and informant principles within the legal system. Language and communication 
will therefore contribute to the promotion of effective equality in all its dimensions. 
Not for nothing the title of Organic Law 3/700 of March 22 for effective equality 
between men and woman is dedicated specifically to equality and means of 
communication that, among other things, should "safeguard the transmission of an 
equalitarian and plural, non-stereotypical image of men and women in society and 
promote the knowledge and diffusion of the principle of equality between men and 
women" (article 36). 
 
 
For these reasons Alma Mater Ávila. School of Languages and Learning and its 
association Alma Mater Art and Culture decided to host and announce the following 
awards in recognition of the works of female poets, translators and communication 
professionals. 
 
a) The Alma Mater Ávila Poetry Prize 



b) The Alma Mater Ávila Translation Prize 
c) The Alma Mater Ávila Communication Prize 
 
The aim is to acknowledge the cultural contribution by women and to promote 
research, reflection and criticism and to make sure that our use of the language, (also 
when it comes to translating, and, consequently, when it comes to selecting the words 
and expressions that will be adopted in the Spanish language, as well as the forms and 
messages that influence the parameters of the social imaginary) and our personal or 
social understanding of reality (education, means of communication, literature, 
television, politics, etc.) will contribute to the promotion of effective equality and 
eradicate sexist usage and tendencies. 
 
 
Alma Mater Ávila. School of Languages and Learning and its association Alma Mater 
Art and Culture will annually organize and announce these competitions. Entries can 
be submitted by institutions and organizations of all kinds, such as universities, 
colleges and educational centers in general, associations for women in communication, 
as well as poets and women dedicated to literary criticism, teaching, translation, 
editing, research, marketing, journalism or communication in general, with the 
appropriate motivation and justification. A jury of people knowledgeable in the matter 
and appointed in due time will select the award-winning entries. 
 
 

The Alma Mater Ávila Poetry Prize 

In recognition of contemporary women poets 
 
Terms and conditions 
 
1. Aim of the award 
The objective of The Alma Mater Ávila Poetry Prize is to acknowledge the outstanding 
literary production of contemporary women poets. 
 
2. Entrant profile 
For this award entries may be submitted by contemporary women poets that are 
author of an unpublished collection of poems written in any of the following 
languages: Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, German, French and English, regardless their 
nationality or place of birth in any country of the world. Entrants submit their 
unpublished work within the established deadline together with their literary 
curriculum which will be subject to evaluation by the jury. 
 
3. The prize 
The award consists of a certifying diploma and the publication of the winning 
collection of poems by publishers Cuadernos del Laberinto. 
 
4. Entries 
Entries will be accepted from October 15th 2016 until January 15th 2017. Entrants 
should include a letter with their full names, address, e-mail address and telephone 



number. They will submit their unpublished poems with the extension and formatting 
in accordance with the Annex and the literary curriculum. 
The documentation can be handed in at the office of “Alma Máter Ávila. Escuela de 
Lenguas y Saberes” (Plaza de Claudio Sánchez Albornoz 4, Escalera B. Piso -1 puerta 2) 
or sent by certified mail or through a package delivery service to the same address, 
stating on the envelope: Premio Alma Máter Ávila de Poesía (edición 2016). 
 
5. Winner selection and award ceremony 
The winning entry will be decided by a panel of judges appointed by Alma Mater Ávila. 
School of Languages and Learning and whose names will be published on its official 
website (www.almamaterÁvila.es).  
Decisions of judges are reached by majority and are final and binding. The award may 
be declared void. 
 
The results of the contest will be made public electronically to all entrants and to the 
winner personally. The prize will be handed out in a public event organized for the 
occasion that will take place on June 22nd 2017. Members of the jury are authorized to 
interpret these rules and resolve any doubts that may arise during their application. 
 
 

ANNEX 

 
Entry Presentation 
 
The work presented should contain a maximum of 15 poems with a maximum of 30 
verses per poem and a maximum of 50 words per verse, including spaces. Topic and 
meter are of free choice. 
 
The entries should include two anonymous copies of the work that is presented for 
competition, printed on A4 sheets or similar and appropriately ordered and bound. 
 
Choice of font type and line spacing is free. No photos, illustrations or CDs are 
admitted. 
 
All the copies should have a title and motto (or pseudonym) 
 
Together with the copies should go a single sealed envelope with the following 
information on the outside: 
 
● The title and motto (or pseudonym) 
 
The following documentation should be sealed inside the envelope: 
 
● Photocopy of an official ID document of the author (Passport, ID card, residency 
permit, etc.) 
 
● Brief literary biography. 



 
● A letter addressed to 1st International Poetry Prize Alma Mater Ávila which should 
include: name of the author, title of the entry, date of birth, place of birth, telephone, 
email address, postal address, signature of the author stating the following: "I have 
read and accept the terms and conditions of this competition". 
 
 
After deliberation and having opened the envelope, the jury may exclude an entry 
from the competition in the absence of any element of the documentation. 
 
An author may submit more than one entry as long as they are presented individually 
and meet all the requirements. 
 
Unpublished work 
 
The entry should be hitherto unpublished and unrewarded. 
 
Should the author present the entry in another competition simultaneously and obtain 
a prize, Alma Mater Art and Culture should be notified immediately by signed letter or 
email so as to exclude the work presented from the present competition. 
 
Any work that has received a prize previously will be automatically disqualified. 
 
Entries can be handed in personally from Monday to Friday and from 9:00 to 18:00 at 
the Academy Alma Mater Ávila. Work sent by email will not be accepted. 
 
Alma Mater Ávila will not bear the costs of customs fees that may result from entry 
delivery. 
 
 
Dates 
 
The following dates for the 2016 Prize have been established: 
 
● The closing date for this competition is January 15th, 2017. 
 
For entries sent by post the postmark will be considered the date of entry. The 
postmark should therefore be legible. 
  
● The jury will conclude deliberation on May 20th 2017. Their decision will be made 
public on May 31st 2017 
 
● The award ceremony and presentation of the winning entry: June 22nd 2017 
 
  
Winner selection and award ceremony 
 



When the judges have come to a decision and after opening the sealed envelope the 
winners will be notified immediately by the association Alma Mater Art and Culture. 
 
The winning author warrants the unpublished and unrewarded condition of her work 
and complete acceptance of the terms of the competition as well as being at the 
disposal of Alma Mater Art and Culture for the promotion and distribution of the 
winning entry and its publication. 
 
The winner will be invited to form part of the jury in the next edition of the prize. 
 
Entries 
 
Under no circumstances will the submitted copies be returned to the entrants and no 
correspondence will be entered into, given the anonymous nature of the award. 
 
All the unrewarded entries will be destroyed. 
 
 
Legal considerations 
 
Entry into the competition will be deemed as acceptance of these terms and 
conditions and noncompliance with any of them could lead to disqualification of the 
submitted work. 
 
The decisions of the judges are final and binding 
For any doubts, discrepancies reclamations of questions that may arise from the 
interpretation and implementation of these terms, the parties, expressly waive their 
rights to jurisdictions other than those governed by the courts of Ávila, Spain. 
 
 
 

The Alma mater Ávila Translation Prize 

In recognition of contemporary women translators. 
 
Terms and conditions 
 
1. Aim of the award 
 
The aim of the Alma mater Ávila Translation Prize is to acknowledge the efforts of 
contemporary women translators to promote effective equality between men and 
women. 
 
2. Entrant profile 
For this award entries may be submitted by contemporary translators, including 
graduate, masters and doctoral students or equivalent in this field of learning and 
qualified professionals who stand out for their translations or research related to 
translation and effective equality between men and women. Entries can be submitted 



by the candidates or by institutions and organizations of many kinds such as 
universities and educational centers in general and associations for women in 
communication, trade unions, commerce, communication as well as women active in 
teaching, research, translation, editing, literary criticism, marketing and journalism or 
communication in general.  
 
3. The award 
 
The prize consists of a certifying diploma and 200 Euros. 
 
4. Entries 
Entries will be accepted from October 15th 2016 until January 15th 2017. Entrants 
should include a letter with their full names, address, e-mail address and telephone 
number. They will include a list of merits of the candidate to this award that will be 
evaluated by the jury.  
The documentation can be handed in at the office of “Alma Máter Ávila. Escuela de 
Lenguas y Saberes” (Plaza de Claudio Sánchez Albornoz 4, Escalera B. Piso -1 puerta 2) 
or sent by certified mail or through a package delivery service to the same address, 
stating on the envelope: Premio Alma Máter Ávila de Traducción (edición 2016). 
 
5. Winner selection and award ceremony 
The winning entry will be decided by a panel of judges appointed by Alma Mater Ávila. 
School of Languages and Learning and whose names will be published on its official 
website (www.almamaterÁvila.es).  
Decisions of judges are reached by majority and are final and binding. The award may 
be declared void. 
 
The results of the contest will be made public electronically to all entrants and to the 
winner personally. Results will also be made public on the official Alma Mater Ávila 
website (www.almamaterÁvila.es). The prize will be handed out in a public event 
organized for the occasion that will take place on June 22nd 2017. Members of the jury 
are authorized to interpret these rules and resolve any doubts that may arise during 
their application. 
 
 
 
 

The Alma mater Ávila Communication Prize 

In recognition of contemporary women journalists, audiovisual creators and 
communicators. 
 
1. Aim of the award 
 
The aim of the Alma mater Ávila Communication Prize is to acknowledge the efforts of 
contemporary women journalists, audiovisual creators and communicators to promote 
effective equality between men and women. 
 



2. Entrant profile 
For this award entries may be submitted by contemporary women journalists, 
audiovisual creators and communicators, including graduate, masters and doctoral 
students or equivalent in this field of learning and qualified professionals who stand 
out for their translations or research related to communication and effective equality 
between men and women. Entries can be submitted by the candidates or by 
institutions and organizations of many kinds such as universities and educational 
centers in general and associations for women in communication, trade unions, 
commerce, communication as well as women active in teaching, research, translation, 
editing, literary criticism, marketing and journalism or communication in general. 
 
3. The award 
 
The prize consists of a certifying diploma and 200 Euros. 
 
4. Entries 
Entries will be accepted from October 15th 2016 until January 15th 2017. Entrants 
should include a letter with their full names, address, e-mail address and telephone 
number. They will include a list of merits of the candidate to this award that will be 
evaluated by the jury.  
The documentation can be handed in at the office of “Alma Máter Ávila. Escuela de 
Lenguas y Saberes” (Plaza de Claudio Sánchez Albornoz 4, Escalera B. Piso -1 puerta 2) 
or sent by certified mail or through a package delivery service to the same address, 
stating on the envelope: Premio Alma Máter Ávila de Comunicación (edición 2016). 
 
 
5. Winner selection and award ceremony 
The winning entry will be decided by a panel of judges appointed by Alma Mater Ávila. 
School of Languages and Learning and whose names will be published on its official 
website (www.almamaterÁvila.es).  
Decisions of judges are reached by majority and are final and binding. The award may 
be declared void. 
 
The results of the contest will be made public electronically to all entrants and to the 
winner personally. Results will also be made public on the official Alma Mater Ávila 
website (www.almamaterÁvila.es). The prize will be handed out in a public event 
organized for the occasion that will take place on June 22nd 2017. Members of the jury 
are authorized to interpret these rules and resolve any doubts that may arise during 
their application. 
 


